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LOS ANGELES (AP) — A for-
mer trash collector in Los Ange-
les was convicted Thursday 

of  10 “Grim 
Sleeper” serial 
killings that 
spanned two 
decades and 
targeted vul-
nerable young 
black women 
in the inner 
city.

Lonnie Franklin Jr. showed 
no emotion as a clerk read the 
10 murder verdicts in Los Ange-
les County Superior Court after 
a two-month trial in the poten-
tial death penalty case.

Franklin also was found 
guilty of  one count of  attempted 
murder.

Jurors were told to return 
May 12 for the trial’s penalty 
phase. Franklin could receive 
the death penalty.

The killings from 1985 to 2007 
were dubbed the work of  the 
“Grim Sleeper” because of  an 
apparent 14-year gap after one 
woman survived a gunshot to 
the chest in 1988.

The crimes went unsolved 
for decades and commu-
nity members complained 
that police ignored the cases 
because the victims were black, 
poor and some were prostitutes 

and drug users.
Much of  the violence 

unfolded during the nation’s 
crack cocaine epidemic when 
at least two other serial kill-
ers prowled the part of  the city 
then known as South Central.

The 10 victims, including 
a 15-year-old girl, were fatally 
shot or strangled and dumped 
in alleys and garbage bins. Most 
had traces of  cocaine in their 
systems.

Franklin, 63, a onetime 
trash collector in the area and 
a garage attendant for the Los 
Angeles Police Department, 
had been hiding in plain sight, 
said Deputy District Attorney 

Beth Silverman.
Police eventually connected 

Franklin to the crimes after 
a task force was assigned to 
revisit the case that dozens 
of  officers failed to solve in 
the 1980s. The DNA of  Frank-
lin’s son, collected after a fel-
ony arrest, had similarities to 
genetic material left on the bod-
ies of  many of  the victims.

An officer posing as a busboy 
later retrieved pizza crusts and 
napkins with Franklin’s DNA 
while he was celebrating at a 
birthday party.

It proved a match with 
material found on the breasts 
and clothing of  many of  the 

women and on the zip tie of  a 
trash bag that held the curled-
up body of  the final victim, 
Janecia Peters. She was found 
Jan. 1, 2007, by someone who 
was rifling through a trash bin 
and noticed her red fingernails 
through a hole in the bag.

Silverman described the vic-
tims as sisters, daughters and 
mothers who suffered frailties 
but had hopes and dreams.

California jury convicts ‘Grim Sleeper’

Franklin

 Antiques & 
COLLECTIBLES

ARMORY ANTIQUE
M A R K E T P L A C E
Newport, Rhode Island

365 Thames St., Newport • 848-2398
armoryantiquesnewport.com

Mon-Sun: 10a - 5p

The Best place in Newport to find 
one-of-a-kind gifts & treasures!

www.newportbridgeantiques.com

29B JT Connell Hwy
Tel. 401.848.0028

www.newportbridgeantiques.comwww.newportbridgeantiques.com
ANTIQUES
www.newportbridgeantiques.com

29B JT Connell Hwy
Tel. 401.848.0028

Collectibles, Furniture, Unique Decor 
& More!  At the bottom of the Newport 

Bridge! We buy and sell!

To advertise in our 
June &/or July issue

or for more information
Contact JEREMY GIGLIO

at 401-380-2322
giglio@newportri.com

Federico Santi & John Gacher
Proprietors

Rhode Island’s Finest Antiques Gallery located in Newport...of course

401-841-5060 • 401-261-3980 
drawrm@hotmail.com

Antiques at
The Drawing 
Room Of Newport

152-154 Spring Street
Newport, Rhode Island 

www.drawrm.com

 •  Lighting  • Silver • Jewelry • Furniture • 
•  Nautical •  China •  Architectural •   Memorabilia •  

915 Mitchell’s Lane,  
Middletown RI 02842
(401) 847-3912

www.SweetBerryFarmRI.com

Farm Market & Cafe
Daily: 8am –7pm

Fresh, Fun & Tasty!

Happy 
Mother’s Day

Big hugs to all you 
loving Moms!

LIVE MUSIC
Saturday, May 7th

Steve Mortrude
7:00pm-10:00pm

Serious Casual • Farm to Table Fare
Signature Sangrias • Fireside Lounge

Affluent Libations 

SaltwaterNewport.com 
49 America’s Cup Avenue •  401-848-3303

You can meet fellow citizens and representatives from the 
Navy, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and the 
Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management, 
and you can help plan studies and restorations of cleanup 
sites.

Go to http://go.usa.gov/DyNw for general information regard-
ing the NAVSTA Newport Environmental Restoration Program 
(ERP). For additional information, click on Site Descriptions, 
Community Outreach, Administrative Records, or Links along 
the left side of this page. By clicking on the Administrative 
Records you will be able to search public documents related 
to the investigation and cleanup at ERP sites.

If you have any questions, please call 401.841.7671.

PUBLIC MEETING
NAVAL STATION NEWPORT

RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD (RAB) 
MEETING

Wednesday, May 18, 2016
Courtyard Marriott, Middletown

9 Commerce Drive, Middletown, RI
Meeting begins at 6:00 p.m.

The Pier Restaurant & Lounge
10 W. Howard Wharf, Newport, RI 02840

Please call (401)-847-3646 for reservations.
The Pier-NewportRI.com

Complimentary Parking • Email: thepiernewportri@gmail.com

Adults - $24.95  •  Children under 12 - $10.95Adults - $24.95  •  Children under 12 - $10.95

 

on May 8th from 10:00AM - 3:00PM 

Mother's Day
Brunch

Fresh Fruit
Scrambled Eggs  
Bacon • Sausage

Home Fries
French Toast Sticks

Assorted Pastry 
Assorted Bagels & Cream Cheese 

Tossed Garden Salad 

 Dinner Rolls 
Baked Scrod with Newburg Sauce 

Chicken Marsala
Chef Carved Top Round of Beef 

Chef Carved Honey Ham
Roasted Red Bliss Potato

Fresh Vegetable
Pasta Salad

Assorted Dessert Station:
Pies, Cakes, Cup Cakes, Éclairs and Brownies

Hosted by the Newport Lions Club 
and  Newport YMCA 

MAY 4 - 8 
EASTON’S BEACH

Memorial Blvd., Newport
RIDE SPECIALS

Wednesday, May 4: Pay One Price of just 
$25 per person and ride unlimited until close

Sunday, May 8: Pay One Price of just $25 per 
person and ride unlimited from 1PM until close, 

(must purchase by 5PM)

RIDES • GAMES • FOOD
MIDWAY BY ROCKWELL AMUSEMENTS

Like Rockwell on facebook to get all the latest updates!

CARNIVAL

Present this coupon for 

$2 OFF any
pay-one-price wristband special

One coupon per person. Not to be combined with any other offer. No refunds or 
exchanges. No cash value. Weather permitting. Coupon valid May 4 & May 8 only.

Annual Spring

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — 
Frank Levingston, a 110-year-
old Louisiana man who enlisted 
in the Army during World War 

II, has died.
M u l t i p l e 

media outlets 
described him 
as the coun-
try’s oldest 
World War II 
veteran, but 
that could not 
be indepen-

dently confirmed.
ABC News reported that he 

enlisted in the Army on Oct. 6, 
1942, less than a year after the 
Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor 
and launched the U.S. into the 
war raging in Europe and the 
Pacific.

“He felt the obligation to 
give to the country whatever he 

possibly could, and he was very 
excited about it,” his nephew 
Lee Levingston told ABC News. 
“He gave it his very best.”

In December, Levingston 
was part of  a group of  veterans 
who traveled to Washington, 
D.C., for a ceremony marking 
the Dec. 7, 1941 attack on Pearl 
Harbor.

Levingston served as a pri-
vate during the Allied invasion 
of  Italy in September 1943 and 
did a tour in North Africa, the 
American Press reported. He 
was honorably discharged in 
1945 and spent much of  his post-
military life in the concrete fin-
ishing business.

He never married or had 
children of  his own but his 
nephew said he took great pride 
in taking care of  his siblings’ 
children.

110-year-old veteran 
dies in Louisiana

levingston
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